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delayed one of the biggest public meetings on the California Coastal
Plan for four years, choosing instead to rubber-stamp the program’s
fake public participation. The conference was planned for February at
the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Monterey, an annual event that draws over
2,000 coastal communities for a chance to publically vent their spats
and gripe about coastal issues. The Hyatt also houses the Coachella
Valley Water District (CVWD), one of the commission’s most powerful
industrial stakeholders. The CVWD, one of the largest water providers
in the state, is also developing an ambitious $2 billion water pipeline
that would carry highly polluted agricultural runoff from the San
Joaquin Valley to the California coast. When the California Coastal
Commission voted to delay the conference, the commission’s
executive director, John A. Barthel, said: “Delaying the planning
process for a conference is not something | ever want to be seen
doing. We wanted to make it a serious conversation.” But two months
later, the delay gave the water district the added benefit of time to
secure a meeting room. Only a dozen CVWD supporters attended the
public meeting, but five times as many at least tried to attend. More
than 1,400 coastal communities did not attend the meeting. Instead,
the coastal commissioners rubber-stamped the plan and moved on.
The California Coastal Plan is considered a roadmap for future growth
of the state and the region. It maps out what coastal communities can
do to reap economic benefits from the billions of dollars in coastal
development, and what coastal communities can do to protect the
shoreline from erosion. The plan’s goal is to protect and sustain
California’s coast by guiding local decisions and permitting the
construction of new homes, roads, businesses, and hotels. If it
succeeds, it
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