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“Protect your land” In the name of protecting the
environment, wealthy landowners in several states
have successfully blocked attempts by local
governments to create more open spaces. The
cases raise a disturbing question: Is the true goal of
protecting nature preserving private property? In
Pennsylvania last year, conservation groups sued
the state for allowing development on land owned
by, among others, Chester County’s Edgar S.
Grosvenor Jr. and the son-in-law of the late
billionaire John M. Archbold. The plaintiffs argued
that the Grosvenors and their neighbors blocked a
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