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religious freedom: in april 2018, the government of bangladesh continued its
crackdown on extremist religious schools. authorities raided a religious seminary in
chittagong that they claimed was recruiting children into violent extremism and was
financing terrorism. at least three people were killed in the raid. the government of
bangladesh continued to criticize religious schools for proselytizing and radicalizing
children, and also for allegedly recruiting children into violent extremist groups. the
government of bangladesh had been supportive of the international day of the
world’s indigenous peoples in 2016, but it condemned the september 2017
execution of a nonviolent leader of a religious movement that had been targeted by
the government. in bangladesh, the number of reported incidents of religious
discrimination continued to decline, although there was a marked increase in the
number of reported incidents of religious intolerance. the number of incidents of
religious intolerance (as reported to the national human rights commission)
significantly decreased between 2016 and 2017, and then increased in 2018. in
2017, the government publicly stated that there had been two incidents of
religiously motivated violence, one in april and another in july, resulting in the
deaths of two individuals. however, these incidents may not have been reported as
religiously motivated. the government reported that by january 2018, there had
been 54 incidents of religious intolerance in bangladesh. such incidents included
instances of verbal abuse, attacks on houses of worship, and attacks on religious
and cultural symbols. in september 2018, an awami league (al) party member
allegedly threatened a muslim party leader that he would spread a video of the
leader's wife being raped if the muslim leader did not vote for the al party candidate
in a parliamentary election. in september, the al party also failed to immediately
condemn a violent mob that attacked a group of christian students at a private
school in dhaka. according to the police, the attack appeared to be religiously
motivated. in october 2018, a court acquitted the leader of the jamaat-e-islami (jei)
party of inciting religious hatred after he allegedly shared a video depicting a man
slaughtering and eating a cow, which is considered to be a religious practice in india
and to be one of the ten fundamental tenets of islam. the al party leader was
charged under the defamation act in october, but there has been no further
information provided as to the specific charge against the al party leader.
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a national-level public awareness campaign directed at reducing consumption of
energy-intensive agriculture (eia) practices was conducted from 2015 to 2017. the
campaign’s key messaging sought to raise awareness about the harmful impacts of

eia and eias on water, land, and forest resource use. it also aimed to reduce the
consumption of eia and eias as well as promote the use of renewable energy (frisch-

graven, 2017; jurado arroyo et al., 2018 247 ). key campaign messages included
reducing the amount of food grown on farms and converting to organic farming

methods, ensuring food chains go directly to consumers, limiting the use of
pesticides and fertilizers, promoting the use of electric vehicles and limiting the use
of diesel, and increasing the use of solar energy, natural agricultural practices, and
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consumer education. in addition, the ministry of agriculture managed the eia carbon
study site, a 1,500 ha area that measured carbon in the soil and provided

stakeholders with baseline data on carbon stocks. the ministry received the results
of the project in march 2018, which showed that emissions of fossil fuels used to

produce the country’s food are between 10 and 30 percent of national total. after a
visit to the eia carbon study site, costa rica’s minister of environment released a

declaration on agro-ecological transition to stop the use of fossil fuels in agriculture
by 2030 (butler et al., 2018 248 ). bolivia: from 2016 to 2018, the use of pesticides
rose in bolivia. the number of pesticide-related illnesses also increased, resulting in
6 deaths. according to the ministry of agriculture and livestock, soil degradation is a

major problem. the ministry also reported that genetic erosion from the use of
synthetic fertilizers and pesticides is intensifying, causing a reduction in the genetic

diversity of crops and animals. it also reports that the use of protected areas has
increased. bolivia’s national strategy to combat land degradation and facilitate the
restoration of natural resources was adopted in july 2017, with a budget of us$12

million. 5ec8ef588b
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