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feminist theorists have therefore understood
gender as a multilayered concept, which is not
a fixed and naturalised category. rather, it is a

mode of social being that is shaped by the
power relations that surround it. this does not
mean that gender is not a fixed or naturalised
category, but rather that gender is a socially

constructed category and is shaped by specific
power relations and institutional

arrangements. feminist theory therefore
rejects the notion of gender-neutrality as a

universal theory that is, a theory that assumes
gender as a fixed and naturalised category.
instead, feminist theorists have challenged

this concept of gender-neutrality as a
gendered and discursive one. theorists of ir
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have been centrally concerned with the
building and maintenance of states, which is
seen as a central mechanism for the building
of peace and peace maintenance. feminist
theory has thus helped to deconstruct this
idea that international relations is neutral.

feminist theory has therefore challenged the
assumption of a gender-neutral ir and has

instead focused on gender and its role in the
making of peace. in recent decades, scholars

in the fields of international relations,
international law and international political
theory have increasingly turned to feminist

theory in order to better understand and
analyse gendered patterns of international
politics. many of the dominant modes of

thinking about international politics refer to
the united states as the centre of the system.
the power of the united states, its role as the

primary world power, the freedoms and
liberties enjoyed by american citizens, the
american way of life, and so on, have all

become closely tied to notions of the united
states as the central state in the international

order.
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