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and with the full.In his book on the campaign in Spain, John Carver looks at the Labour
Party's most expensive campaign, where Stephen Ashton met Kippers' emissaries. Tory
councillor Stephen Ashton's political profile had skyrocketed in 1997 when he became a
Euro-MP for Birmingham Small Heath. But it was a step too far for the man on the street. "I
thought that the most disloyal man in Britain could not look me in the eye and say that we're
on the same side," Ashton told me. "That's not to say that everybody was on board, but you
could tell that a lot of people were - but not enough people were to take me seriously as a
political candidate." Ashton had not long returned from a meeting in London. His plan B was
to contest the south of England. The move was an astute one, as his target seats were the
deprived, Tory-voting areas of Walthamstow and Barking. On the morning of 2nd May 1997
the two major parties marched to the polling stations of Barking and Dagenham. Ashton
went to the polling booth, took a seat and waited. His clothes were bespoke, shoes designer,
while his hat - a 1960s Hackney Wick, mini-Kipper, emblazoned with the words "Dagenham,
Europe and Ashtray" - appeared specially made for the occasion. Lunchtime on the day
before, he had eaten at the local takeaway, then, the previous evening, he'd had a Chinese
takeaway lunch. It was, he says, the one and only time that he had had food on the previous
day of a campaign. In the days before, he had heard about the Labour Party's chances from
a "sense of entrapment”. He wouldn't see any Labour councillors or activists until the very
last day. In the Conservative dawn, he was approached by Graham Stringer and Stephen
Ashton's campaign chief. Stringer wore f988f36e3a
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