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Data Analysis {#Sec8} ------------- The statistical analyses were performed using SPSS version 17
(SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL). The total ketone body level in each patient was normalized to the
hematocrit level and presented as the mean ± standard deviation. The normal distribution of the
obtained values was verified by the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test. The statistical comparisons between
the pre-HD and post-HD groups were performed using the Mann--Whitney *U* test. The differences
between the two groups were identified by the chi-square test with Yates' correction. The
correlations between the various parameters were evaluated by the Spearman correlation analysis.
For all tests, *P*-values less than 0.05 were considered significant. **Publisher's note:** Springer
Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional
affiliations. This work was supported by the National Research Foundation (NRF) grant funded by
the Korea government (NRF-2017R1A2B4006424). J.-H.H. and Y.-J.P. designed and wrote the
manuscript. Y.K. and T.H.K. enrolled patients and collected samples. B.J.A. and C.H.H. analyzed the
data and revised the manuscript. All authors approved the final version
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