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[Latest].Prevalence and predictors of postoperative continence and resumption of micturition after sphincter-preserving anterior resection for low rectal cancer.
Preoperative assessment of anal sphincter function in patients undergoing sphincter-preserving resection for low rectal cancer is essential but not universally
performed. The aim of this study was to assess postoperative continence and micturition after sphincter-preserving anterior resection for low rectal cancer. The
study included patients who underwent sphincter-preserving anterior resection for low rectal cancer between August 2012 and May 2014 in the medical oncology
department of the department of oncology in the University of the West Indies. Pre- and postoperative details including age, gender, tumour, and node status,
preoperative and postoperative urinary and faecal incontinence, and postoperative bladder neck contractility were recorded. The main outcome measures were
continence and resumption of micturition. Forty-two patients were studied. The mean age was 59.8 ± 6.8 years, and 31 (73.8%) were male. The majority of patients
had histopathologically positive nodes. Of the patients, 58.3% were continent preoperatively, 20.5% were continent postoperatively, and 13.8% were incontinent
before discharge from the hospital. Postoperatively, 24.0% of patients resumed micturition. No patient had incontinence following discharge from the hospital.
Overall, 81.0% of patients resumed micturition. There was no statistically significant association of age, gender, tumour, and node status, preoperative and
postoperative urinary and faecal incontinence, and postoperative bladder neck contractility with postoperative micturition. There was a statistically significant
association of preoperative urinary and faecal incontinence with postoperative continence (P = 0.03 and P = 0.01, respectively) and the ability to resume micturition
(P = 0.002 and P = 0.01, respectively). Preoperative assessment of anal sphincter function is essential in patients undergoing sphincter-preserving anterior
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